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A HUMBLE WORD

Recently, | got a chance of reading Vaalmeeki's Raamaayanam fully with a thought of
translating it into English , in memory of my late mother Smt Jogamma. | am planning to present
the translation soon, in html format, with a view that it would be that way easier for the readers
for referring to various things in the text.

While reading the book intently with an eye to its minute details, it occurred to me that it
would be useful to many, if a list of all the names mentioned in the great book is prepared with a
brief explanation about each name. The present document is the result of that thought. Books like
this are not many. | could come across only the one by Manmatha Naath Ray, written and published
nearly ninety years ago, which unfortunately was incomplete, though, very informative. | prepared
this index as a preliminary product before the actual translation of the entire Raamaayanam.

| prepared the lists of the names of the persons, places, and things ( including animals, birds
and trees ) mentioned in the Raamaayanam. General words used as a part of vocabulary are not
considered as this is not a dictionary. Names of persons are given in blue color, names of places are
given in green color, and names of things are given in red color. Wherever needed and possible, |
indicated whether the name refers to a male or female one, since those English spellings are the
same for both feminine and masculine names, for example, Anala, Rambha, Thrijata etc. Giving
English spellings to Samskritham names, | followed , just for the sake of clarity in pronunciation , a
spelling scheme that is slightly different from what we are generally used to, eg, | spelt Baala,
Raama, Jaanaki etc to avoid confusion with Bala, Rama and Janaka. Still, some duplicate spellings for
different sounds became inevitable. Hence, | provided a brief guide on the adopted scheme of
spelling and pronunciation.

| prepared this alphabetical index separately both in English and Thelugu in PDF format, so
that it might serve more people from more fronts.

| adopted the Southern Recension of the text of Raamaayanam, taking the Geetha Press
Publication (2005) as the primary reference. Occasionaly | used Aarshavijnaana Trust publication
(1995) which was ably edited by the great scholar Shree Pullela Shreeraamachandrudu. Every here
and there, | consulted the Jeeyar publication ( from Chithoor - 1972 ) and the Vaavilla Edition (1931).
Seldom, | referred to the Dharmaalaya edition ( Palghat Publication - 1940) too.

| did not refer to the Northern or Gouda versions for want of those texts in full. | kept aside
the North-West Edition (Lahore Edition) too, since it widely varied from our Southern Edition not
simply regarding some names or some stanzas but even in the division of Sargas and Kaandas. |am
thankful to the publishers of those books and to those who kept them available in the internet.

Keeping aside the issue of variations among the texts of various editions ( about which |
need more study ), | went on with this work, since it would serve at least those who habitually read
the Southern-Edition.

I am immensely pleased to dedicate this small compilation work in the memory my late
mother Smt Jogamma. | am sincerely thankful to my wife Meher Lakshmi who helped me in this
work by not disturbing me. Like all my other books, | keep this book too in the web site
www.vyshnavikrishnamemorial.in which | run in memory of my late niece Vyshnavi Krishna.

Needless to say that this is such a work that needs both care and study besides thorough
comprehension of the subject. No human is perfect. It is more so in the case of a fellow like me,
with more enthusiasm than knowledge and command over the subject. | pray to all the learned, to
point out any flaws or any missing items in this, so as to make a still improved presentation for
the benefit of the enthusiastic readers , the young ones in particular.

B Markandeya Prasad, Retired Bank Manager, 25.06.2017.
BAPATLA, AP - 522101 - Mobile: - 9440260163 Hemalamba, Aashaadha, Shukla-Chathurthi.
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